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Deciphering Landscape: Understanding the Social and Ecological 
Dimensions from Multiple Perspectives 

MESS50 -2019 

Course coordinators:  
Ann Åkerman: ann.akerman@lucsus.lu.se 
Chad Boda: chad.boda@lucsus.lu.se 
 
Days and times: Tuesday morning (8-12) and Thursday afternoon (13-17) – Sept. 3-Oct. 31 

Course Instructors: Ann Åkerman (AÅ), Chad Boda (CB ), Genesis T. Yengoh (GY) 

Compulsory sessions are marked in bold 

Day Time/ 
Room 

Topic Instructor Readings* (ca. 550 pgs) 

Tue 
Sep. 3 
 

9-12 Introduction to the course 
Lecture  
The “Natural” side of Landscape- Physical 
geography 
 
In-class exercise:  
Photo quiz 
Intro to Söderåsen 
Send landscape photo to Chad 
 

CB/AÅ 
 

 

Pre-readings: 
1. BRIERLEY, G. FRYIRS, K., CULLUM, C., TADAKI, M., HUANG, H.Q., 

BLUE, B. 2013. Reading the landscape: Integrating the theory and 
practice of geomorphology to develop place-based understandings 
of river systems. Progress in Physical Geography. 37(5). Pgs. 601-621 
(20pgs). 
Söderåsen litteratur 
Reference Text book   

Thu 
Sep. 5 

13-15 Lecture: 
The Landscape Concept  
 
In-class exercise:  
Landscapes of our lives – Student 
presentations of meaningful landscapes 

CB  
Pre-readings- Landscape Concept: 
1. MITCHELL, D. 2005. Landscape. In: D. SIBLEY, P. J., D. ATKINSON, & 

N. WASHBOURNE (ed.) Cultural geography: a critical dictionary of 
key concepts London: I.B. Tauris. (8pgs) 

2. HENDERSON, G. 2003. What (else) we talk about when we talk about 
landscape: For a return to the social imagination. In. Everyday 
America: cultural landscape studies after JB Jackson, 178-198. (21 
pgs) 

3. COSGROVE, D. 1985. Prospect, perspective and the evolution of the 
landscape idea. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, 
45-62. (18pgs) 

Tue Sep. 10 8-17 Field trip- to Söderåsen 
Assignment 1: 
Field Observations and Documentation 

AÅ/CB Söderåsen excursion 

Mon Sep. 
16 

8:00 Hand in Assignment 1   

Tue,  
Sep. 17 

9-12 
 

Follow up on field excursion 
Lecture:  
The “Natural” Side of Landscape – 2: 
Ecology and Biogeography 
 
In-class exercise:  
Plant identification in Botaniska Trädgården 

AÅCB 
CB 

Pre-readings: 
1. STALLINS, J. A. 2006. Geomorphology and ecology: unifying themes 

for complex systems in biogeomorphology. Geomorphology, 77, 
207-216. 

2. MUSACCHIO, L. R. 2011. The world's matrix of vegetation: Hunting 
the hidden dimension of landscape sustainability. Landscape and 
Urban Planning, 100, 356-360. (5pgs) 

 
Thu 
Sep 19 

13-16 Seminar:  
Starts at LUCSUS,  
continues in Stadsparken  
 
Assignment 2:  
Field-based vegetation sampling methods 

CB  

Tue  
Sep 24 

 Individual work 
 

  

Thu 
Sep 26 

8:00 
13-16 

Hand in Assignment 2  
Lecture:  
Land-cover/use change  
 

GY Pre-readings: 
1. BÜRGI, M., HERSPERGER, A. M. & SCHNEEBERGER, N. 2004. Driving 
forces of landscape change—current and new directions. Landscape 
ecology, 19, 857-868. (12pgs)  
2. TURNER, B.L., E.F. LAMBIN, A. REENBERG 2007. The emergence of 
land change science for global environmental change and sustainability. 
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Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 104, 52: 20666-20671 
(6pgs)  
3. TURNER, B.L., P. ROBBINS 2008. Land-Change Science and Political 
Ecology: Similarities, Differences, and Implications for Sustainability 
Science. Annu. Rev. Environ. Resour. 33: 295-316 (24pgs) 

Tue 
Oct 1 

10-12 Lecture /Seminar:  
Critical cartography  

 

CB  Readings 

Thu 
Oct 3 

13-15 Seminar:  
Measuring land cover change  

CB 4. HADDAD ET AL. 2015. Habitat fragmentation and its lasting impact 
on Earth’s ecosystems. Science Advances. Vol. 1, no. 2 
5. Taubert et al. 2018. Global patterns of tropical forest 
fragmentation. Nature, 554, 519-522. 
6. Odum, W. E. (1982). Environmental degradation and the tyranny of 
small decisions. BioScience, 32, 728–729.  

Tue  
Oct 8 

10-12 Lecture:  
The “Social” Side of Landscape –  
Political and Economic Geography  
 

CB Pre-readings: 
7. HÄGERSTRAND, T. 2001. A look at the political geography of 
environmental management. In: Sustainable Landscapes and Lifeways. 
Scale and Appropriateness, op. cit, 35-58. (23 pgs) 
8. Harvey, D. (1989). From managerialism to entrepreneurialism: The 
transformation in urban governance in late capitalism. Geografiska 
Annaler. Series B. Human Geography, 71, 3–17. 
9. Peck, J. (2013). Explaining (with) neoliberalism. Territory, Politics, 
Governance, 1(2), 132–157. 

Thu 
Oct 10 

 Individual work   

Tue 
Oct 15 

14-18 Seminar:  
Mapping political power geographically  

CB/Olivia  

Thu 
17 Oct 

13-14 Into to final assignment 
Land use change consultancy project 

AÅ, CB 10. EX-Ante Carbon-balance Tool (EX-ACT)- Technical Guidelines 
Version 4 and User Manual (Both available on L@L) 
 

Tue  
Oct 22 

 Individual work   

Thu 
Oct 24 

13 Presentation final assignment AÅ, CB Comments from peers and teachers 

Tue  
Oct 29 

24:00 Hand in final assignment AÅ, CB  

Thu 
Oct 31 

13 Course evaluation Aå, CB  

  Re-submission 1   
  Re-submission 2   

 

*All readings are either available through Lund University Libraries or provided in pdf format via 
Live@Lund. 

Compulsory: 

• Introduction 
• Field trip – Assignment 1: Field Observations and Documentation 
• Assignment 2: Field-based vegetation sampling methods  
• Seminar: Critical cartography  
• Seminar: Measuring land cover change 
• Seminar: Mapping political power geographically 
• Final Assignment 

Contact Info: 

• Ann Åkerman   ann.akerman@lucsus.lu.se  
• Chad Boda   chad.boda@lucsus.lu.se  
• Genesis Tambang Yengoh genesis_tambang.yengoh@lucsus.lu.se  
• Olivia  
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Attendance: 

“Consistent, regular class attendance and fully engaged participation is expected from all students in 
LUMES. Attendance at the sessions where graded course activities take place (marked BOLD in the 
course calendar) is compulsory to pass the course. If students miss a compulsory activity, owing to 
circumstances beyond their control, e.g. accident, sudden illness or similar situation, they will have an 
opportunity to make up the activity if they submit appropriate documentation the circumstance (in 
advance wherever possible). This also applies to students who miss teaching owing to activities in an 
elected position as student representative.” 

“If you have, or know you will, miss(ed) a compulsory component you need to talk to the course 
responsible who will then, if you have a legitimate excuse, give you an alternative assignment as soon 
as possible. Please note that this may mean that your grade will be late (although you should always 
get your grade no later than 15 working days after that you have completed all compulsory 
components and exams of the course).”  

Examination:  

“Three opportunities/deadlines for examination are offered in conjunction with the course: a first 
examination and two re-examinations/new deadlines. If you have not taken the exam or handed in the 
assignment after the last re-examination/new deadline you’ll have to wait until the course is offered 
again the following year” 

Grades: 

• 89-100 = 5 
• 76-88 = 4 
• 63-75 = 3 
• <62 = Fail 

“The grades awarded in examinations are 5 - 4 - 3 - Fail. The highest grade is 5 and the lowest passing 
grade is 3. The grade for a non-passing result is Fail. The student’s performance is assessed with 
reference to the learning outcomes of the course. The grade “5” denotes outstanding performance in 
all learning outcomes. The grade “4” signifies very good performance in all learning outcomes. To 
receive the grade of “3”, the student must obtain minimum criteria in fulfilling all course learning 
objectives. The grade of Fail signifies that the student has not fulfilled the learning outcomes of the 
course, or that additional work is required before the credit can be awarded.”  

Learning outcomes:  

Knowledge and understanding  

For a passing grade the student shall  

• Demonstrate understanding of the historical development and contested meaning of the 
landscape concept from various paradigmatic positions  

• Demonstrate understanding of the multiple (sub)fields of geography that are implicated in the 
study of landscapes  
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• Demonstrate understanding of where and how the fields of sustainability science and 
landscape studies are complementary  

Competence and skills  

For a passing grade the student shall  

• Demonstrate ability to utilize both quantitative and qualitative data to analyze past and 
present landscapes  

• Demonstrate ability to conceptualize the processes (e.g. drivers) of change in particular 
landscapes at different historical periods  

• Demonstrate ability to orally and in writing formulate, present and discuss own conclusions, 
as well as the underlying assumptions and arguments, concerning particular case-study 
landscapes  

 Judgement and approach  

For a passing grade the student shall  

• Demonstrate ability to reflect on scientific, societal and ethical issues concerning ideas of 
justice, fairness and sustainability in the creation and maintenance of landscape  

• Demonstrate ability to identify and fulfill own needs of further knowledge and skills for utilizing 
the landscape concept (and its “geographies”) and research tools for own future research (i.e. 
thesis work) 


